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The National Football League and PlayVS announce
the first-ever Madden NFL Youth Championship

Students from across the U.S.
will compete in Madden NFL 25
at the team and individual levels,
participating in healthy competi-
tion that promotes skill growth
and leadership

New York and Los Angeles —
(Sept.9, 2024) — The National
Football League and PlayVs, a
leading amateur esports platform,
announced the launch of the
Madden NFL Youth Champion-
ship (MYC), the first-ever Mad-
den NFL 25 tournament series
exclusive to middle and high
school students across the United
States. The program is designed
to promote leadership skill devel-
opment, camaraderie and per-
sonal growth through joining a
community of Madden NFL
players.

MYC is powered by a strategic
partnership between the NFL and
PlayVS, underscored by a collec-
tive commitment to provide ac-
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cess to competitive gaming and
learning opportunities for stu-
dents. PlayVS will facilitate all
competitions and serve as a hub
for team schedules, match play,
player and coach chat, team
standings and playoff brackets.
To celebrate the launch of this
new initiative Los Angeles Rams
running back, Kyren Williams
will join “The Insiders” on NFL
Network on Sept. 10 at 7 p.m. ET
to discuss the Madden Youth
Championship’s positive impact
on participants and what they can
look forward to by participating
in the MYC.

"This is a unique opportunity for
young boys and girls who love
Madden to build camaraderie and

represent their schools at the Pro
Bowl Games or the 2025 NFL
Draft,” said Williams. “It’s a
chance for these students to ex-
perience an NFL event that few
will get in their lifetime.”

Students can join the cham-
pionship in two ways:

Scholastic Esports Team Reg-
istration: Middle and high school
students can register to compete
with their school esports pro-
gram in a season-long competi-
tion to be crowned the best team
in the state or region.

Individual Player Registration:
Players aged 13-18 in the U.S
can register to compete in up to
four open tournament qualifiers
held throughout the year:

Fall Tournaments

- Fall Qualifier #1: Oct. 25 — 27
(Registration opens Sept. 9).

- Fall Qualifier #2: Nov. 22 — 24
(Registration opens Oct. 24).

- The winners from these two fall
qualifiers will win a trip to Or-
lando in January to compete in
the championship finals at the
2025 NFL Pro Bowl Games pre-
sented by Verizon.

Winter Tournaments

- Winter Qualifier #1: Feb. 21 —
23 (Registration opens Nov. 21).
- Winter Qualifier #2: Mar. 28 —
30 (Registration opens Feb. 20).
- The winners from these two
winter qualifiers will win a trip
to Green Bay in April to compete
in the championship finals at the
2025 NFL Draft.

"The Madden NFL Youth Cham-
pionship aligns perfectly with
our goal to engage young fans
and foster a love for football
through innovative and acces-
sible platforms. By offering this
opportunity, we are helping stu-

dents develop essential skills,”
said Ed Kiang, vice president of
video gaming at the NFL. “The
chance to compete at marquee
NFL events like the Pro Bowl
Games and the NFL Draft pro-
vides an unforgettable experience
that connects students directly
with an NFL community brought
together through their love of
Madden NFL. We look forward
to seeing the incredible talent and
enthusiasm these young players
will bring."

Based on a recent Play VS survey
conducted earlier this year, es-
ports has shown to have a power-
ful positive impact on students
across the country: 60% of
coaches have observed improve-
ments in grades and attendance
among their players and 83%
have noted enhanced leadership
skills. For 46% of students, par-
ticipating in an esports team
through PlayVS marks their first
extracurricular activity at school,

opening doors to new social and
developmental opportunities.

“This new initiative with Mad-
den NFL gaming and our youth
esports platform is not only fos-
tering a healthy competitive
spirit but also promoting the de-
velopment of crucial life compe-
tencies including leadership,
critical thinking and good sports-
manship,” said Jon Chapman,
CEO of PlayVS. “We believe
these leagues and tournaments
will open doors for many
players, helping them to connect
with their peers, showcase their
skills to college recruiters and
engage deeply with the broader
Madden and NFL communities.”
Registration for both the Madden
Youth Championship middle and
high school scholastic leagues
and open tournaments is now
open. Interested schools and
players can learn more and reg-
ister by visiting playvs.com/mad-
den-nfl-youth-championship.

Memphis Grizzlies announce events for annual ‘Grizz
Goes Back to School’ Campaign to support students

MEMPHIS, Tenn. September 6,
2024— The Memphis Grizzlies
announced their annual Grizz
Goes Back to School campaign,
hosting several community
events in the Memphis area
throughout August and Sep-
tember. Each year, the initiative
supports local students and
teachers by providing necessary
tools and resources to ensure a
successful school year.

The Grizzlies tipped-off Grizz
Goes Back to School with Mem-
phis Shelby County Schools
Legacy Night at AutoZone
Park on Thursday, Aug. 1.
MSCS educators and staff
members were welcomed back
to school with an evening of
music, comedy and fun. Guests
were encouraged to peruse var-
ious vendors that provided re-
sources to help prepare
employees for the school year.
Alongside Grizzlies wing Des-
mond Bane, the team also spon-
sored Memphis Shelby County
Schools Legacy Supply Drive at
Memphis Sports and Events
Center on Saturday, Aug. 3,
where students and families were
given  backpacks, school
supplies, helpful information and
additional resources to hit the
ground running on the first day
of school.

The team continued their efforts
by contributing to the annual
Teach for America Grind &
Grub Dinner on Wednesday,
Aug. 14, at Crosstown Con-
course, welcoming teachers back
to Memphis with beverages and
special Grizzlies swag. Later that
week, the Grizzlies attended the
Shelby County Community
Expo on Saturday, Aug. 17, as
they tabled, handed out Grizzlies
merchandise and supported the
locally inspired book, Shelby
County A to Z, which celebrates
Tennessee’s largest county and
features the team. The Grizzlies
collaborated with Kifani Press,
a local children’s book publisher
dedicated to inspiring a love of
reading through great books, lit-
eracy resources and educational
experiences, to publish the book.

To further support teachers, the
Grizzlies surprised Journey
Coleman School with a
Teacher Lounge Takeover on
Friday, Sept. 6. Educators re-
ceived custom Grizzlies swag,
school supplies, boxed lunches
and chair massages throughout
the day to decompress and pre-
pare to take on the school year.
The campaign continued with a
Mind Health Huddle at Oasis
of Hope on Wednesday, Sept. 11.
Students learned more about the
importance of mental health
awareness as they rotated
through various therapeutic sta-
tions, including yoga, art and
music therapy and a panel dis-
cussion. The Grizzlies will also

host a Grizz Fuel Cooking
Demo at Dexter Elementary
School on Friday, Sept. 13. The
cooking demonstration was an
interactive culinary experience
led by Memphis Shelby County
Schools’ Nutrition Services team.
Students were taught the impor-
tance of health and wellness
while they are shown how food is
grown and how it fuels their
bodies mentally and physically.
Additionally, the team will host
the Get REV’d Up Voter Edu-

cation Rally on National Voter
Registration Day, Tuesday, Sept.
17, for local high school students
who are eligible to vote in the
2024 election. High school stu-
dents will be informed on civic
engagement, assisted in register-
ing to vote and provided infor-
mation on the voting process.
The Shelby County (TN) Alum-
nae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc., and the
Shelby County Election Com-
mission, TN, will partner with
the team in hopes of empowering
the youth and making their
voices heard in the upcoming
election.

Grizzlies forward/center Jaren
Jackson Jr. will make a special

visit to Georgian Hills Middle
School on Wednesday, Sept. 18,
delivering much-needed school
supplies to students facing chal-
lenges in obtaining essential ma-
terials. In addition to providing
supplies, Jackson Jr. will spend
time with various classes, offer-
ing words of encouragement and
motivating students to excel in
their academic pursuits.

To celebrate John P. Freeman
Optional School as the latest re-
cipient of the Grizzlies’ Raise the
Rim initiative, the Grizzlies will
host a youth basketball clinic, led
by the Junior Grizzlies, for stu-
dents on the school’s newly re-
surfaced court on Monday, Sept.
23. The Raise the Rim program

was created in 2023 to provide
local schools and community
centers with Grizzlies-branded,
outdoor basketball hoop systems
and equipment, foster a passion
for basketball, promote healthy
exercise and ensure fun for all.
To wrap up this year’s cam-
paign, the Grizzlies’ rePRE-
SENT Every Day program will
take place on Friday, Sept. 27, at
Lucie E. Campbell Elemen-
tary. Presented by Delta Dental
of Tennessee, recPRESENT
Every Day is an incentive-based
truancy reduction program de-
signed to help keep youth in
school and engaged in the class-
room. The program strives to in-
crease attendance at each of the

partnering schools by 5-12% by
rewarding students throughout
the school year. The tip-off event
will feature a fun-filled pep rally
with Grizzlies entertainment
teams, alongside dental screen-
ings and education courtesy of
UTHSC. For more information
on Grizz Goes Back to School,
visit grizzlies.com/community.
Fans who want to support the
Memphis Grizzlies and purchase
2024-25 season tickets can do so
now by going online to
grizzlies.com/tickets. For more in-
formation on the Grizzlies, visit
‘like’
Grizzlies on Facebook or follow

grizzlies.com, Memphis

(@memgrizz on Twitter/X and Insta-
gram.
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